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. PREFACE

This book, a labor of love, is an account of the people, places, events, and
things of our known Strickler ancestors. In compiling it, as the contents suggest,
the author followed his belief that “genealogy is not just who begat whom.”

May this book be passed on to our descendants so that they may become
knowledgeable of and appreciative of Our Strickler Heritage.

The material is not guaranteed to be absolutely accurate, for there is much
contradictory information between and among various sources and some just
plain unavailable data. Whenever a conflict occurred, the version that appeared
most frequently or the one that seemed to be acceptably verified was used.

Sources include conversations with family members, Strickler relatives, and
Strickler genealogists; family member archives, visits to Strickler sites, libraries,
and the ubiquitous Internet. Family members who contributed photographs are
recognized with the photograph.

The account ends with Calvin Ruby Strickler, Edward Dietz Strickler, and
Susan Irene Strickler (and their spouses), the children of Alfred Dietz Strickler
and Elizabeth S. “Lizzie” Ruby Strickler. Our oldest living family members are the
grandchildren of Calvin or Susie. Since presumably all of us oldsters are aware
of our immediate family lore and have passed it on to our children and
grandchildren, there is no need for this book to go beyond Alfred’s and Lizzie’s
offspring.

In this book, text that has been extrapolated or transcribed from a source is,
in lieu of quotation marks, in a smaller type font (this) from that of the basic
material, this font. In the transcribed material, a series of question marks;
i.e.,????, indicates that a word or a series of words is unreadable in the original.

It would have been most effective to have reproduced the original
newspaper clippings, etc. However, most, being more than a few days old, did
not scan well enough to be readable. Thus, transcriptions!

If you wish more detailed “family tree” information on any of our Strickler
ancestors or on the Beidler, Ruby, or Dietz side of the family, contact the author.

If you wish a copy of any of the photographs, contact the author.
And, if you have additions or corrections, please submit them to the author

for a second edition.

Morgan G. Brenner
Havertown, PA
October, 2011
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Hirzel, Switzerland
Ca. 1910

Frank Duff Collection
According to Frank, the area now is almost treeless.

These photographs, below and on the following page, a bit more current
than the one above, also capture the magic of the terrain and the intriguing
architecture of the Hirzel area.

Scenes of Hirzel, Switzerland
Dates of Photographs Unknown

From Google Images
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This photograph is of a drumlin in the Hirzel area. A drumlin is a long ridge or
oval-shaped hill formed by glacial drift.

As a result of religious persecution, many Stricklers (including our
ancestors), beginning in 1671, fled to Ibersheim, Palatinate (Rheinland-Pfalz),
Germany, from where they eventually immigrated to America. Ibersheim is a
village in Rheinhessen, about eight miles north of Worms, annexed by that city
in 1969. The Palatinate is in the southwest corner of Germany, bordering France,
Luxembourg, and Belgium, and west of Baden-Wurttemberg, which is just across
the border from Switzerland. Ibersheim (Worms) is on the eastern border of
Rheinland-Pfalz and Baden-Wurttemberg (See Map H), on the Rhine River.
Hirzel to Ibersheim was a bit of a trek for the Stricklers.

Upon arrival in America from Ibersheim (through Rotterdam) in about 1725,
the first of our Strickler immigrant ancestors settled in what became several
years later Hempfield Township, now West Hempfield Township, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania (2000 population 15,128; See Note 1). The township is
at the western end of the county, on the Susquehanna River. Within the
township, is the Borough of Columbia, on the river. East of West Hempfield
Township are the Borough of Mountville and the City of Lancaster, the county
seat.
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It should be noted that in German, “Strick” means cord, and a Strickler
would have been one who wove with cord. Some historians have attempted to
relate the name derivation to a cord. However, the Stricklers are Swiss, not
German!

The earliest known mention of a form of Strickler was about 1250 when a
monk in the Cloister was identified as Klaus (Nicklaus) am Strick. AAm@, like “ler”,
was a common Swiss designation for location, literally meaning Aof.@ The first
known person with the full name of Strickler may have appeared in 1470, Heinin
Strickler, the innkeeper of Wirt am Sternen. Other sources indicate that as late as
1470 the name was “am Strick” and that the first known Stricklers were Kleinhans,
Grosshans, and Rudi Strickler who lived on Richterswilberg at the Freudhübsch
farm.

A complete name history is provided in Appendix F.
The Stricklers, primarily farmers, were Swiss Mennonites (See Notes 3 and

4), a splinter group of the Anabaptists (See Notes 5, 6, and 7). The followers had
been persecuted for over a hundred years following the Reformation (which
ended in 1648) by the State and by the Reformed Church which attempted to
drive them into religious conformity. Consequently, many fled to Ibersheim where
they were promised religious freedom by Karl I Ludwig in return for farming the
land that had been devastated by the Thirty Years War. The Mennonites were
reputed to have been excellent farmers. On a 1752 map, Ibershimer was
designated as “Wiedertaufhor” (Anabaptist Estate) because it had been
populated entirely by Mennonites since 1661.The return of Catholic power to the
area in the early 1700s caused a recurrence of the persecution and led to the
emigration to America. It is estimated that in the early 1700s some 2,500
Mennonites fled the Palatinate for America.

After their arrival in America, the Stricklers apparently retained their
Mennonite faith, including pacifism, for at least several generations. During the
American Revolution, several male Stricklers were fined for their refusal to bear
arms. Later, however, at least six Stricklers were active in the Civil War; none was
of our direct lineage.

Apparently Alfred was the first of our Stricklers (although there may have
been unknown others) to “break away” from the Mennonite religion. He was
German Reformed (See Note 8). It is not known whether he was reared as such
or whether he adopted that faith after his marriage to Lizzie who was German
Reformed from her French Huguenot heritage. Their first son, Calvin, and his off-
spring became Presbyterians while second-son Edward became a Lutheran.
Daughter Susie went to an Episcopal “finishing school,” where she was confirmed
as an Episcopalian in 1891(wonder how Alfred and Lizzie reacted to that), and, as
a result, she and then her daughters and her husband became Episcopalians.
One might suspect that Edward adopted the affiliation of his wife, Anna, who was
a Lutheran. Harriet, wife of Calvin, was a Lutheran, and Calvin, apparently
already a Presbyterian at the time of his marriage, remained such.

Some of our ancestral relatives became Old Order River Brethren (See Note
9), a more strict off-shoot of the Mennonites. Jim Rudisill states that Lizzie
converted to that faith in her 60s, possibly baptized in Kreutz Creek (or maybe in
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Lancaster County). Jim Strickler recalls being told by his father and his Aunt
Katherine that after converting, Lizzie not only dressed “plain,” but allowed no
mirrors in the house. She is said to have quoted, “Vanity, vanity, all is vanity.” In
addition, she allowed no store-bought toys on the farm; toys had to have been
made on the farm or by neighbors. Neighborhood religious services at the home
were said to be marathons. Her obituary states that three ministers from the River
Brethren in Lancaster County, including a John M. Strickler, conducted the funeral
services and that six other members served as pallbearers. John M. Strickler was
Bishop John Musser Strickler, a River Brethren minister and a 5th cousin of Lizzie.

Family lore says that Alfred and Lizzie spoke Pennsylvania Dutch (See
Note 10), and many of the expressions of that dialect filtered down to their more
educated children and grandchildren.

All of our line of Stricklers continued to farm until the children of Alfred and
Lizzie were the first to eschew that occupation. However, Alfred’s great grandson
Jim Strickler, with his 16 acre spread in beautiful Norwich, VT, probably can be
considered a “gentlemen farmer”.

It appears that the Stricklers did not arrive in America indentured to pay for
their travel, etc. In fact, according to Jim Rudisill, there is evidence that family
remaining in Germany told the immigrants that if “things did not work out,” return
fare would be sent. In addition, the large farms acquired and the expansive
houses built by the original immigrants indicate that probably they arrived with
some degree of relative wealth.



x
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the government decided to waive the immigration tax and to pay for transportation
to Holland for the Mennonites provided they agreed never to return to Switzerland.
Billy Penn must not have had to resort to the “hard sell” during his recruiting trips
to the area in the early 1700s (although some sources deny that he, himself,
actually made such trips).

THE FIRST STRICKLER IMMIGRANTS

The first two of the three original immigrant brothers were Abraham (1693-
1746) and Conrad (1695-1771), the first and second sons of Hans Strickler (1669-
1737) and his first wife, Elsbeth Lohrer Strickler (1671-1697). Hans and Elsbeth
had left Switzerland prior to 1693, locating first in Schwelswig-Holstein, Germany,
where Abraham was born, before moving to Ibersheim, where all of their
subsequent children were born.

Abraham, perhaps in his early thirties, traveled to America with his wife, Anna
Ruffner Strickler (there is debate about her maiden name), and their two sons,
Abraham, Jr., and Isaac, possibly ages five and one, respectively. Conrad,
perhaps about thirty, traveled with his wife, Barbara Unknown Strickler, and their
daughter, Barbara, about four or five years old. All of them arrived (ship unknown)
in Philadelphia sometime before August 19, 1725 (Abraham is known to have paid
local taxes on that date) and settled on a farm of 161.25 acres, purchased by
Abraham, in what became several years later Hempfield Township, now West
Hempfield Township.

It is possible that Abraham and Conrad, who, it is believed, married Dutch
girls, lived in the Netherlands after leaving Ibersheim and before emigrating.

The third of the three original immigrant brothers, Heinrich (1696-1761), our
direct ancestor, was the third son of Hans and Elsbeth (a fourth son, Hans, Jr.,
died in infancy in 1697). He arrived in Philadelphia from Rotterdam on the ship
Friendship of Bristol on October 16, 1727. It should be noted that this date may
not be the actual arrival date. It may be the date on which the passengers
“qualified”; i.e., took the oath of allegiance to the King. “Qualification” dates may
have been several weeks after the actual arrival in port. Then about age 31, he
traveled with his wife, Susanna Stauffer Strickler (there is debate about her
maiden name), and their two young sons, Johannes “John,” age five, and
Heinrich, Jr. (1725-1792), age 2. They were among 46 Palatinate families
comprising about 200 people onboard the ship. Heinrich and his family joined his
two brothers and their families on the Hempfield Township farm. It is not known
why Heinrich did not accompany his older brothers to America two years
previously. Perhaps Susanna was not exactly wild about making the trip, for she
already had a three year old and was either pregnant with Heinrich, Jr. or he had
just been born.
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EARLY STRICKLER HOMESTEADS

In 1732 or ’33, Abraham sold the Hempfield Township farm to his kid brother,
Heinrich, and with his wife Anna and their six children moved to Virginia where he
and others who followed propagated a line of prominent Stricklers in what is now
Page County along the Shenandoah River in the northwest section of the state.
Abraham had been traveling between Virginia and Pennsylvania for a number of
years as a licensed fur trader. The children of Abraham and Anna remained in
Virginia as adults and reared their families.

Conrad left the Hempfield Township farm also in 1732 or ‘33, moving to a part
of Hellam Township, which later became Springettsbury Township, with his wife,
Barbara, and six of their eventual seven children where he began the first York
County line. At that time, the land was home to the Susquehannock Indians.
Conrad acquired his land through Samuel Blunston, a resident of Columbia, who
as a land agent of the Penn family granted permits for settlements in what are now
York, Adams, and Cumberland Counties. Conrad’s request to Blunston for
permission to settle across the Susquehanna was recorded on August 23, 1732.
His farm was adjacent to that of his half-brother, Ulrich, who arrived in the area in
1742. Ulrich’s farm now is the site of the Strickler Family Homestead, the Strickler-
Miller Cemetery, the York County prison, and other county facilities (See Chapter
III). At least three of Conrad’s children remained in York County; the whereabouts
of the other four are unknown. Ulrich had three sons, all of whom remained in York
County—as did their descendants for several generations.

Conrad was involved in Cresap’s War, a border dispute between Maryland
and Pennsylvania that was not settled until the Mason Dixon Line was drawn in
1767. He and several other York Countians who believed that they owned land in
Pennsylvania were imprisoned in Annapolis, Maryland, while attending a funeral.
He was released upon a promise that he would remove himself from his land
which Maryland authorities claimed was in Maryland. He did not; the case
eventually went to a court which held that the land was in Pennsylvania.

Heinrich and Susanna remained on the Hempstead Township farm and had,
debatably, seven or eight more children for a total of ten or so. Two of them may
have been adopted, children of Abraham, Jr. of Virginia. Heinrich, Jr., moved in
1749 to York County and began our direct line while Heinrich’s and Susanna’s
other children scattered to Fayette, Dauphin, and Lancaster County, PA. Heinrich,
Jr.’s older brother, Johannes, also moved to York County, in Windsor Township.
The whereabouts of three are unknown.

THE SECOND GROUP OF STRICKLER IMMIGRANTS

In March of 1697, Hans Strickler’s wife, Elsbeth Lohrer Strickler, mother of the
three original immigrant brothers, died. Sometime in 1698, Hans married Anna
Heistand (1675-) with whom he had five children. In April, 1737, Hans died. Five
months later, Anna Heistand Strickler (maybe) and the five children arrived in
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number of taxables in York County was 600 with more than three-quarters being
German. The nomination form goes on:

In 1749 when York County was established, there was almost a continuous stretch of
German plantations across the county from Kreutz Creek, through York, to the banks of the
Conewago. [The Conewago Creek (West) flows from Franklin Township, Adams
County, to the Susquehanna River at York Haven, north of York. There is a
Conewago Creek (East) in Lancaster County.] The Germans came intending that their
settlements be permanent, and they proceeded in their method of clearing and improving
the land. These early settlers usually continued to occupy their original possessions until
death. As their families grew, they spread out and occupied more land, but they usually
stayed in the same neighborhood. The 1783 Tax List records five Strickler households in
this area. The 1876 Atlas shows four Strickler homesteads in the Stony Brook
(Springettsbury Township) area and nine Strickler homesteads in Hellam Township. To
this day, Strickler descendants populate these same areas.

In his History of the Kreutz Creek Charge of the Reformed Church, 1924, The
Rev. Walter E. Garrett writes:

It is very interesting to know how our German ancestors looked and lived. We
therefore shall continue the quotation from Glossbrenner on this point: "The early
inhabitants of the Kreutz Creek region were clothed, for some years, altogether in tow (the
coarse or broken part of flax or hemp) cloth as wool was an article not to be obtained.
Their dress was simple, consisting of a shirt, trousers, and a frock (blouse). During the heat
of summer, a shirt and trousers of tow formed the only raiment of the inhabitants. In the
fall, the tow frock was superadded. When the cold of winter was before the door, and
Boreas came rushing from the north, the dress was adapted to the season by increasing the
number of frocks, so that in the coldest part of winter some of the sturdy settlers were wrapt
in four, five and even more frocks, which were bound closely about their loins, usually with
a string of the same material as the garments. But man ever progresses; and when sheep
were introduced, a mixture of tow and wool was considered an article of luxury. But tow
was shortly afterward succeeded by cotton and then linseywoolsey was a piece of the
wildest extravagance. For some time after these early settlements were made, there was
neither shoemaker nor tanner in any part of what is now York County. A supply of shoes
for family use was annually obtained from Philadelphia; itinerant cobblers, traveling from
one farm house to another, earned a livelihood by mending shoes. These cobblers carried
with them such a quantity of leather as they thought would be wanted in the district of their
temporary visit. The first settled and established shoemaker in the county was Samuel
Landys, who had his shop somewhere on Kreutz Creek. The first, and for a long time, the
only tailor was Valentine Heyer, who made cloathes for men and women. The first
blacksmith was Peter Gardner. The first schoolmaster was known by no other name than
that of “Der Dicke Schulmeister."
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STRICKLERS IN AMERICA TODAY

Not only did Heinrich begin our line, but he and his brothers, Abraham and
Conrad, and his half-brothers, Ulrich and Hans Jacob, are believed to be the
progenitors of all of the “true Stricklers” in America today.

However, there are some 50 Strickler families in America who are not “true
Stricklers,” “pseudo-Stricklers,” if you will. They are non-Swiss immigrants whose
original name had a Strickler connotation and was changed to Strickler. According
to Frank Duff, Dutch families of Stricklaer, Srtijklaeer, or Strijker are among the
most prominent “pseudo-Stricklers.” They first immigrated to what now is Brooklyn,
NY, then a Dutch colony, in the 1600s. Another group settled in Somerset County,
NJ, in the 1700s. Most of these families took the English version of their name,
Stryker or Stricker. However, one family took the name Strickler. One branch of
them moved to Bucks County, PA. Another moved to York County where several
“Dutch Stricklers” married “true Stricklers.” The book, Stricklers of Pennsylvania,
devotes a whole chapter, forty some pages, to the Bucks County “pseudo-
Stricklers” as if they were “true Stricklers.” Other “pseudo-Stricklers” were Jewish,
Strickstein; Russian, Stryklenlas; Polish, Strickowski; and Austrian, Strecklaer. All
became Stricklers after their arrival in America.

So, when you meet a Strickler, before you buy him a beer, determine whether
he is one of us, a descendant of Abraham, Conrad, Heinrich, Ulrich, or Hans
Jacob, or one of the “pseudo-Stricklers.”

One source indicates that there are about 2,500 Stricklers families in America,
about 8,700 individuals. The US Census Bureau says that Strickler is the 5,357th

most common surname, comprising about .002 % of the population. However, it is
unknown how many are “true Stricklers” and how many are “pseudo-Stricklers.”
While there are Stricklers in all 50 states plus DC, Pennsylvania, no surprise, has
the most, almost 400 families with just over 1,200 individuals. Rhode Island has
but one Strickler while Vermont has two, one of whom is our Jim Strickler.
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Jacob Strickler (1811-1892); born and died in Hellam Township, probably at
Rosevale; buried in Strickler Cemetery, Hellam Township; married Elizabeth Deitz
on November 29, 1842, in York County, probably at Rosevale in Hellam Township;
three children (second and third children, daughters, Ellen and Anna, died at the
ages of four and six respectively), including

Alfred Deitz Strickler (1843-1902); born November 13, 1843, at Rosevale,
died September 21, 1902, in Hellam Township, buried in Stickler cemetery, Hellam
Township; married Elizabeth S. “Lizzie” Ruby (born March 17, 1845, in Hellam
Township, died January 27, 1928, in Hellam Township, buried in Strickler
Cemetery, Hellam Township) on December 26, 1856, in Hellam Township; Alfred
and Lizzie were second cousins (See Note 14); three children, Calvin Ruby,
Edward Dietz, and Susan Irene.

Alfred and Lizzie lived on the family farm, Rosevale (See Chapter III).
Alfred was said to be one of the wealthiest farmers in the area. In one of his

obituaries (See Chapter VI), he is referred to as “a wealthy Hellam Township
farmer” and to his having retired recently. It would be interesting to know what his
wealth was (See “Strickler Wealth” and “Lizzie’s Interesting Estate” in Chapter XI).
It may be evidenced by the wedding present houses in three consecutive years to
his children. However, he apparently died intestate, and no accounting of his estate
is contained in the York County Archives. It is also interesting to speculate on his
wealth and status as a 59 year old retiree. What source of retirement income did he
and Lizzie have? Family lore is that he was one of the first area farmers to import
cattle and fatten it for the east coast market.

Following Alfred’s death in 1902 (See Chapter VI), Lizzie, said to be quite an
astute businesswoman, continued to live on and manage the farm. However, see
“Lizzie’s Interesting Estate” in Chapter XI. Family lore is that she also “played the
market” while admonishing her grandchildren about their penny-ante poker games.
As noted in the “Introduction,” Lizzie converted to Old Order River Brethren in her
60s and became quite devout. And, even she may have enjoyed a “nip”
occasionally, or, at least, she did not discourage an adult beverage by others.
According to Jim Strickler, she was known to have suggested that “a little wine is
good for thy stomach’s sake,” following, after an appropriate time interval, with
“that’s enough for thy stomach’s sake.” Note her middle initial of “S.” There is no
information on what it is for. Speculation is that it is for Strickler, for her mother was
a Strickler. See Note 14 about Alfred and Lizzie being second cousins. In an
interesting piece of irony, Lizzie was a widow for 26 years; her mother, for 16 years.
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Alfred Dietz Strickler Elizabeth S. “Lizzie” Ruby Strickler
Dates of Photographs Unknown

Joseph P. Brillhart Collection

Elizabeth S. “Lizzie” Ruby Strickler with “Tricks”
Date of Photograph Unknown

James Rudisill Collection
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THE THREE CHILDREN OF ALFRED AND LIZZIE

Edward Dietz Strickler, Susan Irene Strickler, Calvin Ruby Strickler
Ca. 1873

Joseph P. Brillhart Collection

The three children of Alfred and Lizzie were the first of the clan to “leave the
farm” and engage in business or personal life not related to farming. All of their
grandchildren and their descendants also followed non-farming careers.

Calvin apparently was the first of the family to go to college with his presumed
graduation in 1885 from Eastman National Business College, (See his
biographical sketch three pages following), aka as Poughkeepsie Business
College--in its time supposedly THE business school--and his attendance at
Millersville State Normal School, now Millersville University, near Lancaster, in the
1884-85 school year, verified by the school’s archivist. All of Calvin’s children
attended college; none of Susie’s did. According to Jim Rudisill, Ed also attended
Eastman National Business College. Jim believes that all three children attended
either The York Collegiate Institute or The York County Academy. In spite of their
own apparent relative lack of education, Alfred and Lizzie obviously encouraged
and supported the education of their children.

1) Calvin Ruby Strickler (1866-1923); born November 8, 1866, at Rosevale,
Hellam Township; died Jan 23, 1923, in Columbia; buried in Laurel Hill Memorial
Gardens, Columbia; married on June 8, 1894, in Lancaster to Harriet “Hattie” Mary
Bursk (born July 5, 1867, in Lancaster, died Feb 2, 1956, in Lancaster, buried in
Laurel Hill Memorial Gardens, Columbia); resided at 329 Chestnut Street,
Columbia, in a house built as a wedding present by his parents; four children:
Alfred Bursk Strickler, Lt. Gen. (US Army) Daniel Bursk Strickler, Jacob Harold
Strickler, and Katherine Ruby Strickler. Calvin probably was named for John
Calvin who began the German Reformed Church movement which was adopted
by the French Huguenots, the ancestry of his mother, Lizzie, a Ruby.
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Calvin Ruby Strickler
Date of Photograph Unknown
James C. Strickler Collection

This photograph of Calvin, probably in his 40s, was taken in the front yard of
his home in Columbia. In commenting on his efforts to improve the clarity of the
photograph, grandson Jay Strickler said, “I could tuck his tie inside his coat, but
what the hell, that’s who Calvin was.”

Calvin Ruby Strickler
Date of Photograph Unknown
James C. Strickler Collection
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Home of Calvin Ruby Strickler Family
329 Chestnut Street, Columbia, PA

Built Ca. 1904
James C. Strickler Collection

These two photographs are of Calvin’s home in Columbia after it was sold and
converted to an American Legion home, the Paul Revere Leber Post #372. It was
purchased by the post on July 11, 1933. In the one on the right, the second and
third floors of the house have been removed (date unknown), and it appears that
the brick has been cleaned or re-colored somehow—unless it’s just a photography
effect. It still is a Legion post.

Home of the Calvin Ruby Strickler Family
329 Chestnut Street, Columbia, PA

Built Ca. 1894
Date of Photograph Unknown September 25, 2010
James C. Strickler Collection Photograph by James C. Strickler

After a stint in banking, Calvin owned and operated a hardware store at 242
Locust Street, Columbia. He bought the store in September, 1902, and was
operating it at his death in 1923. Grandson Jim states that family lore is that in
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spite of his Eastman education, Calvin was not recognized as an especially astute
businessman. According to granddaughter Nancy, Calvin was bankrupt when he
died. It is not known whether the bankruptcy was business or personal, or both.
Interestingly, in Hattie’s scrapbook is a newspaper ad for the estate sale of the
business stock, good will, and real estate. However, the sale apparently never took
place, for Hattie continued to operation the business until she sold it on April 1,
1933. It is speculated that either Lizzie and/or the Bursks may have satisfied the
debts to allow the business to continue. From 1923 to 1933, the store probably
was managed by a long-time employee, Charlie Ross, who had been a delivery
boy for the predecessor and reportedly made the last sale in the store.

Calvin’s success in his banking career is reported in an excerpt from an
undated article from an unknown newspaper, probably Columbia, in Hattie’s
scrapbook.

Changes in Bank Clerks

. . . First National Bank. Mr. Calvin R. Strickler, individual bookkeeping succeeds Mr.
William H. Moore, resigned as paying teller.

An undated article from another unknown newspaper, also probably from
Columbia, in Hattie’s scrapbook, tells of Calvin’s new venture.

Going into Business

Calvin R. Strickler, for a number of years connected with the First National Bank of
this place, is now making his arrangements to go into the hardware business. He will
succeed the Stoner and Hall Hardware Company, and is possessed of the push and energy
to make it go. We wish him well in his new venture.

This article from The Biographical Annals of Lancaster Co. summarizes
Calvin’s career.

CALVIN R. STRICKLER, the well-known hardware merchant of Columbia, Pa., is a
native of York county, this State, born in Hellam township, Nov. 8, 1866, a son of Alfred
D. and Elizabeth (Ruby) Strickler. His father is a farmer by occupation and has served as
school director in his district for two terms. Calvin R. is the oldest of their children, the
others being Edward D., a cigar box manufacturer; and Susan, wife of Morgan E. Gipe, of
the firm of Strawinski & Gipe, dry goods merchants of York.

Calvin R. Strickler traces his ancestry back to Jacob Strickler, a native of Switzerland,
who, on his immigration to America, located in Hellam township, York county. His son,
John Strickler, spent his entire life as an agriculturist upon the old home farm in York
county. He married Susan Garber. The next in direct descent were Jacob and Elizabeth
(Deitz) Strickler, the grandparents of Calvin R. They too, lived on the old homestead in
York county. The grandfather was a farmer by occupation, and was one of the organizers of
the First National Bank of Wrightsville, of which he was a director up to the time of his
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death. Calvin R. Strickler's maternal grandfather was Samuel Ruby, a native of York
county, and a son of Peter Ruby, one of the pioneers of the county. There the former made
his home throughout life, being engaged in farming and the operation of a mill. He was a
shrewd and capable business man, and legal adviser to many. He was one of the leading
Democrats of his township and served as surveyor and justice of the peace.

Reared on the home farm, Calvin R. Strickler attended the country schools during the
winter until eighteen years of age, the York County Academy, York, Pa., the Millersville State
Normal School and the Poughkeepsie Business College, graduating from the latter institution
in February, 1885. He then came to Columbia, Pa., where he obtained a position in the First
National Bank as messenger, and so capably and satisfactorily did he discharge his duties that
he was promoted several times, having served as receiving teller, individual bookkeeper, and
paying teller. He is a man of excellent business ability and sound judgment and has met with
well-deserved success in his undertakings. He was at one time director and vice-president of
the Columbia Electric Light & Power Company, and is at present director and treasurer of the
East Columbia Land Company, and treasurer and director of the Columbia Flint Company. On
June 8, 1894, in Lancaster, Pa., Mr. Strickler married Miss Harriet M. Bursk, by whom he has
three children, namely: Alford (sic) B., Daniel B. and Jacob H. Mrs. Strickler is a native of
Lancaster, where her parents, Daniel and Ellen (Widmeyer) Bursk, still reside, her father being
the oldest grocer engaged in business in that city. He is an active worker in the Lutheran
Church and one of the main instigators of the Young Men's Christian Association, of which he
was the first president.

Mr. Strickler is a prominent and active member of the Presbyterian Church of Columbia,
in which he is now serving as secretary and trustee. By his ballot, he supports the men and
measures of the Republican party and takes a commendable interest in public affairs, giving his
support to all enterprises which he believes calculated to prove of public benefit. He is now
serving his second term as borough auditor. From Biographical Annals of Lancaster Co.,
Pa, 1903, by J. H. Beers & Co., page 964.

Author’s notes on the above article:
1. This document is unedited.
2. There are errors in the heritage discussion in paragraph two. The “Jacob”

mentioned in line one probably is Jacob C. who had a son, John. John’s wife was
Catherine Sherk Gerber, not Susan. In lines eight and nine, Samuel Ruby was the
son of Johannes “John” Ruby, not Peter (See Chapter VIII).

3. The archivist at the Poughkeepsie Public Library advised that the school
was The Eastman National Business College. Poughkeepsie Business College
may have been a popular name. Extensive but not comprehensive records of
students do not show that Calvin was a student. An 1864 New York Times article
states that the course of studies required about three months.

4. From the date when he apparently went to the business school (1895) and
the date of his marriage (1894), it appears that he and Harriet were married before
he went to Poughkeepsie. However, the newspaper stories of the wedding (See
Chapter XII) refer to him as a banker. Hmmmm!


